Market bulletin by South Carolina Department of Agriculture
The day before the grand opening of Lowcountry 
Fresh, co-owner Andy Rolfe heard the song “A 
Change Is Gonna Come” by Sam Cooke on his way 
to his newest endeavor. This is exactly what he 
hopes Lowcountry Fresh will be for his community 
and local South Carolina farmers: a necessary and 
positive change.
May 26 marked the grand opening of 
Lowcountry Fresh, a market and café 
located in Bluffton, South Carolina. 
Lowcountry Fresh carries fresh, tasty 
fruits and vegetables from farms located 
on the Sea Islands of South Carolina 
and elsewhere in the state. They also 
carry seafood straight from the ports, 
other meat products, and local artisan 
goods such as candles, soaps, and teas. 
The new business also acts as a food 
hub for the Lowcountry, which gives 
local farmers the opportunity to supply 
even more restaurants, school districts, 
and the like.
Owners Andy and Cindy Rolfe 
recognized key players in the opening 
of their newest endeavor during the 
ribbon cutting event. They were 
followed by speakers of local and state 
government officials.
Commissioner Hugh 
Weathers detailed how the 
Rolfes brought their dream, 
a plan, and their vision of 
Lowcountry Fresh to his 
office just two years prior. 
He highlighted the South 
Carolina Department of 
Agriculture’s role in the 
opening and how this 
business positively impacts 
local farmers, specifically 
members of the Gullah 
Farmers Cooperative. SCDA 
played a key role in building 
the lasting connections 
between these farmers and 
the Rolfes.
“Agriculture helps makes South Carolina a great 
place to live,” Commissioner Weathers said to end 
his speech.
S.C. Sen. Tom Davis said Lowcountry Fresh is 
a success for the entire Bluffton community. It 
helps preserve the area’s sense of place, meaning 
the Gullah culture and local farms won’t be lost 
or forgotten with the increasing development and 
infrastructure happening in the Lowcountry.
“People can look to a place like Lowcountry Fresh 
and say, ‘This is a way where you can be successful 
financially, but also in a way that gives back to the 
community and help preserve our sense of place,’” 
said Sen. Davis.
SCDA’s Agribusiness Center for Research and 
Entrepreneurship (ACRE) also played a role in the 
opening, having awarded Lowcountry Fresh the 
funds to purchase their delivery vehicle.
Lowcountry Fresh marks a new and consistent 
opportunity for South Carolina farmers, something 
SCDA strives to bring to the people who support 
the number one industry in the state, agribusiness.
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As of this writing, the weather in South Carolina 
is hot and getting hotter. 
It’s not yet June, and 
we’re already reaching 
99 degrees in some parts 
of the state. I hope that 
by the time this issue 
of Market Bulletin is 
published, we’ll have had 
some rain, but forecasts so 
far are inconclusive.
Last week’s U.S. Drought 
Monitor map showed 
several parts of the state 
entering the “abnormally 
dry” category, and others 
in the first stages of 
drought.
Up to this point, the 
moderate temperatures, 
sunny weather, and a 
couple big rains have made 
for good planting. My own 
corn has been coming 
along well, and we’ve got 
cotton coming up.
But with the recent 
lack of rain, we are at a 
critical point where we are 
starting to hear concerns 
from farmers.
Pasture is starting to 
suffer a little, and the 
hay fields need rain. 
Non-irrigated crops are 
showing signs of drought 
stress, according to the 
latest USDA NASS 
reports. The drought map 
shows the Pee Dee region 
looking particularly dry.
If the drought worsens, 
we’ll start to worry about 
problems like animal 
stress and insect damage 
to crops.
One thing you can 
do to help is to make 
regular reports on the 
conditions in your area. 
WATCHING THE SKY
NEW MARKET AND CAFÉ WORKING 
WITH LOWCOUNTRY FARMERS
B Y  S A M A N T H A  D A Y
The state of South 
Carolina collaborates with 
the National Drought 
Mitigation Center 
and others to collect 
information on the effects 
of drought. State agencies 
including the South 
Carolina Department 
of Agriculture monitor 
conditions and help 
respond to and mitigate 
drought impacts. The 
data is used to help 
compile the weekly U.S. 
Drought Monitor map, 
which reflects drought 
conditions across the 
country.
Researchers and 
regulators use the drought 
map to trigger various 
drought responses. 
Reporting of drought 
conditions improves 
the targeting of federal 
disaster relief aid to 
farmers in affected areas, 
such as the Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program.
It’s easy to complete 
a report online: Go to 
go.unl.edu/cmor and click 
on the ‘Submit a Report’ 
link to complete the 
survey. You can remain 
anonymous or include 
contact information – 
either way is fine. You’ll 
be asked to rate how dry 
or wet the conditions are 
in your area, and to log 
any effects of drought or 
flooding like dry pasture 
or crop stress – even to 
upload a photo if you 
wish.
One more request. Pray 
for rain.
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The Market Bulletin is published on the first and third Thursday 
of each month by the SC Department of Agriculture, Wade 
Hampton Building, Columbia, SC 29201. Periodicals postage 
paid at Columbia, SC 29201.
Postmaster, send address changes to: 
SC Market Bulletin, PO Box 11280, Columbia, SC 29211
POLICIES FOR ADVERTISING
For full policies, visit: 
agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin/market-bulletin-policies
Only ads pertaining to the production of agricultural products 
and related items are published. Ads are accepted for South 
Carolina items, even if the seller lives out of state, provided 
the item is in state at the time the ad is published and at the 
time of sale.
Ads are published free of charge and in good faith. The Market 
Bulletin reserves the right to edit and verify ads but assumes 
no responsibility for their content.
Ads cannot be accepted from agents, dealers, or commercial 
businesses, including real estate. Sealed bids, legal notices, or 
consignment sales are not accepted.
SUBMITTING ADS
No matter the submission method, you must include the 
advertiser’s name, complete address with zip code and county, 
and phone number with area code with your submission. Do 
not use all capital letters.
• Email: Send ads to marketbulletin@scda.sc.gov. Put the 
words “Market Bulletin ad” in the subject line.
• Online: Go to agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin. Select 
“Submit Market Bulletin Ad” and complete the form. If you 
include your email address, you will receive an automated 
reminder for a renewal.
• Mail: SC Market Bulletin, PO Box 11280, Columbia, SC 
29211. You must use 8.5 × 11 inch paper.
• Fax: 803-734-0659
The deadline for submitting ads and notices is noon on 
Tuesday of the week before the publication date.
Market Bulletin Office
Monday – Friday • 8 am – 4:30 pm
803-734-2536 • marketbulletin@scda.sc.gov
agriculture.sc.gov/market-bulletin
SCDA State Farmers Markets
SC Market Bulletin Subscription & Renewal Form
Mail completed form with check or money order payable to the SC Department of Agriculture to: SC Market Bulletin, PO Box 11280, Columbia, SC 29211
To subscribe with a credit card online, visit agriculture.sc.gov, click on Market Bulletin, select Subscribe to the Market Bulletin, then follow the prompts.






 New  Renewal
 Paper: $15 / 1 year  Electronic: $10 / 1 year
*Active email address required
 Paper & Electronic: $20 / 1 year
*Active email address required
 This is a gift
Check # Renewal ID # N E X T  A D  D E A D L I N E
J U N E 8 •  12:00 pm
SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE FARMERS MARKET
3483 Charleston Highway 














Click on the State Farmers Markets 
button for more information about 
each location
S A L E S  &  A U C T I O N S
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
Claxton's Auction
June 5 & 12  •  11 am
Every Saturday. Equine, cows, sheep, goats, pigs, 
camelots, ratites, poultry, and small animals.
18627 Lowcountry Hwy, Ruffin
Contact: William Claxton
843-909-4285  •  wlcjr@yahoo.com
Duke’s Auction
June 12  •  8:30 am
Farm equipment, tractors, dozers, trailers, vehicles, 
implements, harrows, skid steer attachments, grain 
drills, wagons, lumber, hay equipment, and more.




Ag & Art Tour at THE FARM 1780
June 5 & 6  •  10 am – 4
The Lexington Ag + Art Tour is a free, self-guided 
tour of farms featuring local artisans at every stop. 
See first hand where your food comes from, watch 
local artists in action, purchase something special 
and learn more about rural life in Lexington, SC.
The Farm 1780 
1127 Corley Mill Road, Lexington
Contact: Jade Tiner, General Manager
239-851-6139  •  manager@thefarm1780.com
thefarm1780.com/events-at-the-farm
EDITOR









Fire Barrel Farm Vendor Event for Ag & Art
June 5  •  10 am – 4 pm
June 6  •  1 – 5 pm
Join us for the Ag & Art tour. We will have 20 craft 
vendors, blacksmith demonstration, honey bee 
questions and answers, old fashioned lye soap 
making, farm tour, egg gathering, milking a goat, 
hot dogs, boil peanuts, drinks, kettle corn and skins. 
Visit our Facebook page for more information.
Fire Barrel Farm
306 George Derrick Road, Swansea
803-917-9565  •  lxwilliamsa@aol.com
facebook.com/GoatDairyFarm
SC Ag + Art Tour
Weekends in June
The South Carolina Ag + Art Tour is a free, 
self-guided tour of farms featuring local artisans 
at every stop. Visit the website to find dates for 
counties near you and plan your tour of some of our 
state's best homegrown and handmade experiences!
clemson.edu/extension/agandarttour
Elf Leaf Farm U-pick Lavender
June 3 – 27 (Thursday – Sunday)  •  9 am – 4 pm
Visit the farm to pick your own lavender, enjoy 
beautiful views of Hogback Mountain, and shop 
the farm store for all things lavender.
Elf Leaf Farm
141 N. Campbell Road, Landrum
864-331-9866  •  theelves@elfleaffarm.com
elfleaffarm.com
Twin Creeks Lavender 3rd Annual U pick
June 4 – 6 & 11 – 13  •  9 am – 2 pm
U pick days include lavender picking, shopping 
handmade products, and picnics are welcome. 
We will have 7 varieties of lavender to choose 
from. Pick as much as you like. Your cut bundles 
will be measured in $5, $10, or $15 increments and 
banded for you at checkout. Tickets: Pre-registered 
admission on Eventbrite is $5. Children 5 years and 
under and adults 65 years and older get in free. 
Walk-up admission is $6 and subject to availability.
Twin Creeks Lavender
4740 Midway Road, Williamston
864-940-1684
facebook.com/twincreekslavender
Nightbirds in the Sandhills
June 12  •  7:30 – 9 pm
Find and enjoy the owls, nighthawks, and nightjars 
– six species are possible! This event will be led by 
Dr. Shawn Smolen-Morton. You’ll drive from spot 
to spot on the main refuge roads to look and listen; 
take pictures if possible; record calls and songs of 
night birds; and learn about night birds and their 
habitat. No equipment is needed, but a pair of 
binoculars will be helpful. They will have a scope, 
field guide books, and light. The event is free of 
charge, but pre-registration is required. The event 
will be limited to 15 participants. To register, or for 
more information, please call or email.
Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge
23734 Hwy 1, McBee
843-335-8350  •  carolinasandhills@fws.gov
First Saturday on the Farm: Plant a Food 
Forest: Permaculture
June 5  •  10 am - 2pm
Food forests and other permaculture techniques 
mimic nature and can provide a wealth of 
sustainable food in a small footprint. Join us as we 
convert an animal paddock into a thriving food 
forest. We will cover hugelkultur beds, food forest 
design and layering, and food guilds. Think you 
don’t have enough space for a food forest? You can 
grow as many as 300 species on a ¼-acre lot! Farm 
tour and Farm Fresh Lunch included! $40
Project Victory Gardens
414 Wire Road, Aiken
803-679-3666  •  projectvictorygardens@gmail.com
projectvictorygardens.org/event-details/plant-a-food-
forest-permaculture
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A Q U A C U L T U R E
C A T T L E
BLUEGILL
50¢; Bass, $2; Catfish, 75¢; 
Grass Carp, $10; Minnows, 






$12 each; 1–3" Blgll/Shlckr, 
$55/100; 1–3" LM Bass, 





R E M I N D E R  T O  A D V E R T I S E R S
Ads are due by noon (12 
pm) on the Tuesday after 
the latest published issue.
Any ads received after the 
deadline will be considered 






REG RED ANG BULL










15 M/O PB BULLS











F1 BLK BALDY HEFR
shots UTD, 12 m/o, exc 





yrlgs & 2 y/o, exc b'lines, 










2 y/o, AI Tahoe, Hoover Dam, 




4 REG ANG BULLS





7 M/O JERSEY STEER




BBU REG BFMST BULLS
exc ped & conform, $2000+, 




BLK ANG RPLCMNT HEFRS





sired by Basin Payweight, 





REG BLK ANG BULLS
proven genetics, 16–27 m/o, 
low BW, exc ft & muscle, 





3 Y/O RG ANG BULL






LIMO & LIMO-FLEX BULLS
reg, red & blk, B-1/1- 4/1/2020, 
out of high% cows & FB 





1 reg blk, 12 m/o, $1700; PB 





RED POLL YRLG BULLS
& hefrs, FB, sired by '17 





SIM & SIMANG BULLS





(2) 15 M/O BULLS
Payweight sons, low BW; 1 





16 m/o, $1400; 1 y/o, $1200, 





F A R M  E Q U I P M E N T
ADS MAY NOT BE SUBMITTED BY COMMERCIAL DEALERS. A CURRENT FARM TAG ISSUED BY THE SCDMV IS REQUIRED ON ALL FARM VEHICLES.
HD 3 BTM PLOW










tire drive, 6' mwr-brush cutter, 




16' HD TRL W/RAMPS





$1000; ldr, $300; Hole King 





MF 10PT CHISEL PLOW
$1500; MF or Intl 4r cult, $700 




CASE IH 75C W/LDR











INTL 674 DSL TRACTOR
working, LN, 16.9-38 rear 















NH 273 SQ BALER















JD 450B BULL DOZER





MF RND HAY BALER
$4000; NH sq baler, $2000; 
dbl hay rake, $500; hay 





VERMEER 505I RND BALER
shed kept, $3200; Vermeer 




NH 1725/WOOD'S 1008 LDR





(2) 52 MOLINE TRACTORS






40 blades, $1200; Paulk 4r 










Hydro Ax 611EX, 7500 hrs, 












lights, 3ph, runs good, 
$2500 obo; JD old pull type 











GC, $2200; 2r 3ph cultiv, 






mod GT310, 2 basket, 3ph, 





GN, 5 bale, $2000; 6' 
Hardee pull type rotary 






or plug, w/barrel, Mechanical 
Transplanter Co mod 1000, 





$22,000; JD 110 backhoe, 
$20,000; JD 730, $9500; JD 





'75 MF 235 TRACTOR





GRC, 1 new rear tire, foam 





ENROSSI 8 WHL V-RAKE






w/cult & distrib, 3pt, $7000; 





Long mod 2014, $340; 
Dearborn mod 10-80 2 disc 





mod 3206, partially 





SPIKE HARROW MOD 
STH84





Woods Heritage RD60, 
$1650; 4 whl hay rake, 3pt, 





6sp refer truck, refer not 
working, good DOT sticker, 




CASE IH 1020 HEADER





3 BLADE TURN PLOW










6000 BU GRAIN BIN






w/60’ frt fold boom, 
$25,000; JD 1700 6r Max 




16' PONDEROSA GN TRL
horse/stock, torsion axles, 




'87 FORD 2810 TRACTOR
dsl, 825 hrs, $7000; 2 bush 
hogs, 6' Hardee, $1000 & 5' 






used 75 hrs, $2175; Simca/
Belco 6' tiller, used 10 hrs, 





IH 19B DISK HARROW




WOOD FARM UTIL TRL





$100; bush hog, $200; scoop 




'50 8N FORD TRACTOR
GRC, exc sheet metal & tires, 




IH 4R SWEEP CULT






42'×78"×102" grain trl, 
alum whls, air scales, air 






$7500; NH T475 tractor, 




2 NH HAY RAKES
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If you’re experiencing problems with 
the delivery of your Market Bulletin, 





G O A T S  /  L L A M A S  /  S H E E P
P L A N T S  &  F L O W E R S
ADS ARE NOT ACCEPTED FROM COMMERCIAL NURSERIES, WHICH ARE DEFINED AS HAVING ANNUAL SALES OF $5,000.
F A R M  L A B O R
NOTICES ARE ACCEPTED FOR AGRICULTURAL WORK ONLY AND NOT FOR HOUSEWORK, NURSING, OR COMPANIONSHIP NEEDS.
F A R M  L A N D
FARM L AND MUST BE OFFERED FOR SALE BY THE OWNER, NOT AN AGENT. TRACTS MUST BE AT LEAST 5 ACRES UNDER CULTIVATION, 
TIMBER, OR PASTURE. OUT-OF-STATE OWNERS — NOT REAL ESTATE AGENTS — MAY NOW SUBMIT ADS FOR L AND IN SOUTH CAROLINA .
F R E S H  P R O D U C E
PRODUCE MUST BE RAW AND NON- PROCESSED. RAW MILK, BUTTER, AND CHEESE PRODUCTS MUST BE PERMITTED BY THE SC DEPT. OF HEALTH AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL . AN EGG LICENSE IS NOT REQUIRED FOR ON-FARM POINTS OF SALE.
G A R D E N
ADS ARE NOT ACCEPTED FROM COMMERCIAL 
NURSERIES, WHICH ARE DEFINED AS HAVING 
ANNUAL SALES OF $5,000.
H O G S
PASTURE MOWING






















paint, pressure wash, 
mechanic & radiator work 






land clearing, demolition, 






frt end ldr, dirt blade, bush 
hog, chain saw trees, also 





to incl bush hogging, discing, 






build & repair ponds, demo, 






spray weeds, treat fire ants, 






leather bridles, saddles, 
harnesses & accessories, 





tree work, tractor work hauling 










WANT 5+A FARM LAND
to rent/buy, for gardening, 






mostly wooded, w/wet 
branch, poss sm pond site, 




190A 17 Y/O PINE
21A hdwd, near I-77 mile 
marker 38, new survey, 



















wooded, 10A in Sunflowers, 
8A in Clay Peas, 14A Brn 




WANT 5+A FARM LAND
w/water & elect, Fairfield 





for rent, vet records req, 























3 GAL BANANA TREES
$15 ea; Lemon grass, 3 gal, 
$8 ea; Betterboy tomatoes  






Hwy 25, prev cult in corn/
planted, w/25 yr solar lease 




FARM FRESH CHICKEN 
EGGS
free range, multi colors, 



























2 DORSET RAM LAMBS
polled, B-12/14 & 12/22, reg 
















4 M/O RAM LAMBS











bottle kids avail, disbudded, 






B-early Apr, blue eyed billy, 
$200; brn eyed billy, $150; 












$25; Gingko's, $15; Figs, $10; 





$10; Liriope, red Honeysuckle, 






$10/lb shelled & cleaned, 





for roasting, hand graded in 





wethers $150; does, $200; 





18 M/O BILLY GOAT





aka Liriope, hosta, $4 each; Iris, 











Dahlias, Hydrangea, 1 gal, 
$4 ea; Freesias & Daylilies, 1 






$8; 1 gal Azaleas, 
Lorepedlum, Boxwoods, 
Gardenias, $5; Tea Olives, 












min 1 dozen each color, Pres 
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H A Y  &  G R A I N
M I S C E L L A N E O U S
HQ CB











4×4 rnd, NR, land fert, no 




















'21 BLACK OAT HAY
net rnd, high protein, in 




'20 900 LB CB






4×5 rnd, shed kept, NR, 





high qual, fert twice, 4×5 
rnd twine wrap bales, barn 





3×3×8, 900 lbs, $200; 3×4×8, 
1500 lbs, $260; Timothy/





4×5 RND MIXED GRASS




100 SQ CB BALES





'20 LRG CB BALES











net wrap, shed stored on 









'20 & 21 CB
net wrap, shed kept, $40 & 




'21 FESCUE & RYE GRASS
HQ & CQ, rnd bales, fert, 






Crabgrass, Bermuda & Clover 
Buffet, CQ, '20 1st & 2nd 





$50; 4×5 Crabgrass-Millet, 





'21 FESCUE 4×5 RND






in barn, McBee area, no 




OAT & RYE GRASS
$30; Fescue, $25; grass mix, 




'21 SQ OAT STRAW





'20 HQ 4×5 RND CB
net wrap, $50 each, or 50 
bls for $2000; free del on 





$5/bale, del avail at extra 




'20 4×5 RND FESCUE










'20 HQ RND CB
string wrap, $40; crab grass 






net wrap, shed stored, $50; 











10×14 w/fiberglass siding, 
2 windows, 18" shelves on 






brass sprinklers, 4500' pipe, 










4 WHL HAY WAGONS











old, #3/$350; ex lrg farm 
bell, w/wheel, comp, $1200; 












leather/cloth, purple, $250; 










$80; Homelite pump, new, 
$250 & others; irrig hose, 





Enterprise, $60; blksmith post 
vice, #2 by Columbian, $200; 




280 GAL OIL TANK






















SCAG ZERO TURN MWR
52"cut, 25hp Kohler motor, 
1000 hrs, deck lined w/SS, 





















GQF INCUBATORS & 
HATCHERS
holds 270 eggs w/auto 






w/folding top, hyd brakes, 





good for veg/flower beds, $20; 





11×24.5, $85; 5 gal buckets 






Harbor Freight 158GPM, w/
fittings & hoses, 212cc gas 




SAND CLAY & TOPSOIL
5 ton load, $50/sand clay; 
$75/topsoil, del w/in 20 mi; 





del, stacked, cut to size, full 




2 POLY STORAGE TANKS




(2) 6000 GAL TANKS






for market, harvest & storage, 
mod 6425, open, 24”L×16”W 





for '66 Ford 2000, water 
pump kit, hoses, thermostat, 





tractor trl qty, $450/load w/

















1×8×8 & 11', $2.50/bf; 
ground nesting boxes, used 





Craftsman w/2hp elec 
motor, $750 obo; Troy Bilt 





AIR DRIED PINE 
LUMBER
2×4×16', $8; 2×6×12', $9; 
2×6×16', $12; 2×8×16', $15; 





60" ZERO 4WD TURN MWR
Kubota FZ 2100, dsl, 20 hp, 





6500-6700, $1000; JD 
sprayer pump 6500, new, 






AC-DC Miller, 2500 low hrs, 





67’ model w/metal rnd 
fender & old style metal pan 











55 GAL FG DRUMS
metal & plastic, open tops, 
lids & rings, $15, $20, $25 ea; 






cut to var sizes, 4–10" dia, 
6'–12'L, $6–$12 each, depend 





operational, needs motor, 
Babbitt bearings replaced, 






$100 for swarms; $200 for 5 





4 LRG FAT PINE LOGS




Looking for farm ad
abbreviation meanings?
DOWNLOAD OUR RECENTLY 
UPDATED REFERENCE LIST AT
AGRICULTURE.SC.GOV/ 
MARKET-BULLETIN-POLICIES
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EACH AD MUST LIST SPECIFIC ANIMALS.
W A N T  –  L I V E S T O C K W A N T  –  M I S C E L L A N E O U SW A N T  –  F A R M  E Q U I P M E N T
R A B B I T S
PURE BUFF ORPINGTON 
CHICKS




LAYING HENS & 2 ROOS





















8 W/O BROKEN NZ




OLDER GN EQUIP TRL









































AUTO SEX KING PIGEONS
Swiss Mondane pigeons, 






any color Guinea & B B Red 




4 HEAD BLOCK PLANNER
Vance or Newman; sawmill 
edger, for sawmill work, 











anvils, any size wash pots, 
old lighting rod w/balls 











FIELDS OF LONG LEAF 
PINE STRAW
















$20; Standard Rex, in solid, 






adult, $50; French Silver, 
adult, 2 does & 1 buck, $50 


















for 3600 Ford tractor; Post 





CASE IH 685 OR 695





SM - MED TRACTOR






































hdwd pine, all types of 
thinning or clear cut, pay 





any size, & old farm bell, 






Pine pulpwood & Hdwd, we 




ISO IRON & CLAY PEA 
SEED










P O U L T R Y
CHICKS
Egyptian Fayoumi, SR, $6; 
older sexed, $12; $50/trio, 





2 WHT SILKIE ROOS
3 m/o, $8 each; Silkie chicks, 



















roos & pullets, various 






Jersey Buff, $15–30 each 
dpndg on age; guinea keets, 





8 M/O & 11 M/O RRI
1 roo & 11 hens, most layers, 



























(Delwel) cross, no ship, del 




WHT & SILVER KINGS
Homers, $15 each; Rollers, 
$12 each; Giant Runts, $75 











15 hens & 2 roos, 1 y/o, $15 




8 W/O SILKIE CHICKS




Commissioner Hugh Weathers made a visit to Crescent Dairy in Walterboro 
ahead of Dairy Month, which will be observed in June. Crescent Dairy is an 
aseptic processing and packaging facility built to produce milk and beverages 
in shelf-stable containers. Weathers is a former dairy farmer.
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GREENVILLE STATE FARMERS MARKET WELCOMES NEW MANAGER
B Y  S A M A N T H A  D A Y
The Greenville State Farmers Market is a retail 
market home to a year-around produce vendor and 
a horticultural vendor – and now to Lia Sanders, 
the new Market Manager.
Before she started working for the South Carolina 
Department of Agriculture as the Greenville 
Market Manager almost two months ago, Sanders 
and her husband owned and operated their own 
restaurant that emphasized fresh, local produce 
and seafood, supporting South Carolina farmers.
Her current responsibilities as Market Manager 
include the office basics of emailing and organizing, 
as well as helping maintain market grounds and 
vendor relations. Her plate is currently full of 
market maintenance projects, including fencing 
the property and other landscaping work.
Sanders grew up in the agricultural business. 
Her father was a farmer, and also worked for the 
State of South Carolina’s previous Farm Labor 
Division, now SC Works. She was born and raised 
in Yonges Island, which is a small 
community nestled between 
Charleston and Edisto Island. 
There she reluctantly helped farm 
her dad’s summer garden every 
year during her summer vacation 
from school.
“Now I wish I had the green 
thumb he did; my garden is 
severely lacking compared to his,” 
Sanders says when reminiscing on 
those summer months during her 
childhood.
When Sanders isn’t busy at the market, she enjoys 
exploring the Upstate with her family. They 
recently relocated there and are trying to hike to a 
beautiful waterfall every month.
“When we can’t do that I love working in the yard 
and reading,” Sanders says.
Sanders has big plans for the 
Greenville market and is currently 
working on increasing the 
awareness of the market and 
securing more vendors.
“I wish more people knew about 
our Saturday Vendor Market,” 
Sanders says. “We have fresh 
produce, plants, baked goods, and 
crafts.”
So, next time you’re in the 
Greenville area be sure to stop by and give her 
a visit. The Greenville State Farmers Market is 
located at 1354 Rutherford Road in Greenville and 
is open Monday through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. for retail sales.
CLEMSON RESEARCHER TO LEAD GROUP DRIVING 
REVIVAL OF SOUTHERN HEIRLOOM CROPS
B Y  C L E M S O N  U N I V E R S I T Y
A Clemson University research scientist renowned 
for his role in reviving the original Southern peanut 
crop from only a handful of seeds has been elected 
President of the Carolina Gold Rice Foundation.
Brian Ward, based out of Clemson’s Coastal 
Research and Education Center in Charleston 
and a member of the university’s Department of 
Horticulture, specializes in sustainable agriculture, 
organic cultivation, specialty crop production and 
agricultural biotechnology.
“Dr. Ward brings both real world knowledge 
of farming and scientific insight to the task of 
advancing the purposes of the Foundation,” 
Carolina Gold Rice Foundation Chair David Shields 
said in announcing Ward’s election.
The Carolina Gold Rice Foundation has been a driving 
force in reviving the classic ingredients of southern 
regional food, crops abandoned in the 20th century 
when productivity and disease resistance mattered 
more than flavor and nutrition in agriculture.
Brian Ward is a research scientist with Clemson 
Coastal Research and Education Center in 
Charleston. He specializes in increasing historically 
significant very rare seed for biosecurity and 
conducting organic research in legume, grain and 
vegetable rotations.
In his inaugural remarks at the foundation’s 
quarterly meeting in February, Ward pledged to 
continue the Foundation’s mission of promoting 
the cultivation of rice and other landrace grains, 
to develop seed support for heirloom cereals, to 
engage in agricultural education and outreach, 
and to blaze trails of innovative non-commodity 
farming in the region.
“My vision for the Carolina Gold Rice Foundation 
is to build upon what has been accomplished 
thus far, which is advancing the original goals of 
repatriation of the southern foodways through 
the sustainable restoration of rice, grain and other 
important culinary ingredients vital in southern 
historical cuisine,” he said.
Ward won national attention for his role in 
bringing the original southern peanut, the 
Carolina African Runner Peanut, back from virtual 
extinction. His work with Purple Straw Wheat won 
notice in “Modern Farmer” magazine.
“Dr. Ward was instrumental in the revival of the 
ancestral peanut of the South: the Carolina African 
Runner Peanut,” Shields said. “After some years 
of searching, we found that a peanut breeder 
associated with North Carolina State University 
had some seeds in his freezer. 20 seeds were sent 
to Dr. Ward; 14 of which germinated. And from 
that the small, sweeter Carolina 
African Runner Peanut has been 
revived, and there are a number of 
significant chefs who feature them.”
The Foundation’s first role was to 
do the research, compiling all the 
components of the cuisine and 
came up with a list of about 40 
varieties that were functionally 
extinct that were once sort of 
lynchpins — that is, over 50 years 
of continuous use — in classic 
Southern cooking. And those 
became the focus of its attempts to 
restore them.
Besides Carolina Gold Rice, CGRF 
has fostered the revival of benne, sea 
island red peas, purple ribbon sugar 
cane, Bradford Watermelons, purple straw wheat, 
Cocke’s Prolific Corn, Jimmy Red Corn, Sea Island 
White Flint Corn, Guinea Flint Corn, rice peas and 
a dozen other items.
“Because (Ward) is an expert in soil science and 
organic agriculture is very important, because you 
can’t grow these old, heirloom grain varieties using 
modern, conventional, chemical-supplementation 
methods … organic cultivation, which is much 
more adjusted to the growing profiles of particular 
plants, is the best way to cultivate these heirloom 
varieties,” Shields added. “So that’s why he has 
emerged as a really significant player over the past 
15 years.”
Ward said he had great respect for the entire 
spectrum of disciplines that have been making the 
missions of the Carolina Gold Rice Foundation 
possible to date.
“I have learned that this mission is not 
accomplished by one person or a specific group 
of people, yet by a multifaceted group of people 
that can nurture individual components of the 
repatriation of rice culture in South Carolina and 
other southern states,” he said. “I used to think that 
it was a simple as a landowner with good water 
and some seed, then I realized that it takes culinary 
historians, scientists, seeds men and women, 
growers to mention a few. Now I realize that it 
takes a lot more from geneticists, chefs, millers, 
marketers, cultural leaders and more.”
Ward also expressed a desire for the Foundation 
cooperate with the new Southern Heritage Crops 
initiative headed by Dave Lamie of Clemson and 
to open up the Bradshaw Collection of Heirloom 
plants to public use.
In addition to Ward, a number of other current 
and new members sit on the CGRF board who 
represent Clemson:
— Amy Lawton-Rauh, Professor, Genetics and 
Biochemistry Department and Associate Provost 
for Faculty Affairs;
— Dil Thavarajah, Associate Professor of Pulse 
Quality and Nutrition and Clemson University 
School of Health Faculty Research Scholar;
— Stephen Kresovich, Robert and Lois Coker 
Trustees Endowed Chair of Genetics, Plant and 
Environmental Sciences Department, Public 
Service Activities, Genetics and Biochemistry 
Department;
— Richard Boyles, Assistant Professor of Plant 
Breeding & Genetics
Brian Ward is a research scientist with Clemson Coastal Research and 
Education Center in Charleston. He specializes in increasing historically 
significant very rare seed for biosecurity and conducting organic research in 
legume, grain and vegetable rotations.
Sanders visits a produce market 
in France.
8M A R K E T  B U L L E T I N
THE BISCUIT BUSINESS 
SCDA SPONSORS NEW ET V DOCUMENTARY ABOUT CARRIE MOREY OF CALLIE’ S  HOT LIT TLE BISCUIT
B Y  S A M A N T H A  D A Y
Carrie Morey, a native of the Lowcountry, grew 
up with buttery soft biscuits served at every 
meal. She was inspired by her mother’s recipe 
for tender, made-by-hand biscuits and thought 
the world should be 
able to experience 
them firsthand. Morey 
founded Callie’s Hot 
Little Biscuit over 15 
years ago in hopes 
of preserving the 
made-by-hand tradition 
of biscuit making. What 
started as a mail order 
biscuit company has 





and North Carolina 
and employs over 80 
workers. 
How She Rolls is a 
new half-hour long 
documentary series that 
follows Morey’s journey 
of juggling a successful business, while continuing 
to be a mentor, wife, and a mother to three 
girls. A bonus is watching how Morey remained 
resilient and innovative throughout the COVID-
19 pandemic by handling spoiling perishables, 
staff furloughs, mask mandates and scaled down 
operations due to social distancing guidelines.
This culinary documentary includes appearances 
from other South Carolina figures, such as 
Charleston barbecue pitmaster Rodney Scott. How 
She Rolls allows viewers to follow Morey on road 
trips, at food festivals, 
in her own kitchen, 
and even at her family 
events where viewers 
will be introduced to her 
mother, Calli; father, 
Donald; husband, John; 
and her three daughters, 
Caroline, Cate, and 
Sarah.
Callie’s Hot Little Biscuit is a Fresh on the Menu 
restaurant, which means that at least 25% of 
her ingredients are grown right here in South 
Carolina. In the first episode of How She Rolls you 
can catch Carrie using Certified SC Grown oyster 
mushrooms in her demonstration of making 
handmade biscuits served with mushroom gravy at 
the 2020 Southeastern Wildlife Exposition (SEWE) 
in Charleston. By using Certified SC Grown 
products, Morey is supporting local farms and 
farmers throughout our state. 
“It is my hope that 
How She Rolls will 
inspire families to 
gather around the 
supper table together 
more often, help small 
business owners know 
that they are not alone 
in the ups and downs 
of entrepreneurship, 
and that it will bring 
recognition to some 
truly amazing farmers 
and purveyors across 
our beautiful state,” said 
Morey in an SCETV 
press release about the 
shows’ May 13 premiere.
You can support 
this South Carolina 
entrepreneur by 
watching How She 
Rolls locally on South Carolina ETV (SCETV) on 
Thursdays at 9pm. How She Rolls is also distributed 
nationally by Public Broadcasting Service (PBS).
SCDA HOSTS CONGRESSIONAL STAFF ON AG TOUR
B Y  S A M A N T H A  D A Y  A N D  H A N N A H  A R N D T
Each year, staff members of South Carolina’s 
congressional delegation take an agriculture-
focused tour of a region of the state and visit the 
agribusinesses that thrive in them.
In partnership with the Palmetto Agribusiness 
Council (PABC), SCDA helped host the 2021 
Congressional Staff Tour on Tuesday, May 25.
This year, Assistant Commissioners Aaron Wood 
and Clint Leach and SCDA staff members Cristina 
Key, Kate Daly, and Hannah Arndt were joined by 
Congressional staff members from every district, 
alongside PABC staff.
The tour began at Vertical Roots, housed at the 
State Farmers Market in West Columbia. Vertical 
Roots is the largest hydroponic container farm in 
the U.S. and offers a variety of produce year-round.
The next stop was just a stone’s throw away at Senn 
Brothers Produce, a wholesaler at the State Farmers 
Market.
Next on the agenda was a visit to Manchester 
Farms’ processing plant in Hopkins. Manchester 
Farms began operation in the 1970s and is now 
a second-generation family farm, and the oldest 
quail farm in the nation.
The next destination of the tour remained in the 
Hopkins area at Millaree Hunt Club. Milliken 
Forestry hosted guests at the club, which is home 
to a large timber tract and hunting grounds near 
the Congaree river. Staffers were able to travel 
around the property to see various stage of timber 
tract operations.
This yearly tour is used as an opportunity for 
congressional staff members to experience 
and see firsthand how South Carolina farms 
and agribusinesses are operated, and to allow 
networking with farmers and industry leaders. 
This tour was a great opportunity for attendees to 
discuss the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
South Carolina and plans for recovery, as well as 
have significant discussion about labor shortages 
and supply chain issues that many South Carolina 
farmers are currently facing.
